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Peter Mac DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS FUND
2026 application form


The Peter Mac Distinguished Scholars Fund aims to promote excellence in cancer research by supporting outstanding PhD students who demonstrate academic excellence and leadership qualities throughout their candidature at Peter Mac. These awards are named in honour of long-term supporters of Peter Mac, including; Rosie Lew, Robert Kirby, Lester Peters, Stewart Barron and Jennifer Doubell. We acknowledge their tireless work supporting the Peter Mac Foundation’s fundraising activities.
ELIGIBILITY:

The 2026 award is open to the following students who:

· Will be *full-time ‘local’ students (Australian citizen, permanent resident or New Zealand citizen) or international students who are graduates of an Australian university. Applications will also be accepted from international students who have undertaken a placement at Peter Mac as part of their degree;

· Can demonstrate their potential research excellence through previous studies and/or experience;  
· Meet university eligibility requirements to commence a PhD in 2026, to be based at Peter Mac. 
· Can provide evidence of submission of a Round 1 University application for 2026 PhD candidature.

*Part time (PT) scholarships will be permitted for local students with childcare or maternity responsibilities, serious illness or injury, carer’s responsibility for close family members with serious illness or injury, disability or chronic illness affecting capacity. PT students are expected to maintain the requirement of 20h/week on the research project. If a student’s circumstances change, PT status will need to be re-visited and approved by the HOD or nominee.

Students jointly supervised by across-institute supervisors will only be eligible if their principal supervisor is based at Peter Mac and the majority of their studies will be completed on site at Peter Mac.  
CONDITIONS OF AWARD:

This scholarship provides award of $47,500, comprised of:

· $44,500 per year living allowance, to be administered through the University. 
· $3,000 per year student professional development support costs (travel, courses etc) administered through Peter Mac.

· This scholarship is awarded for a maximum of 3.5 years, subject to candidature extension. 

NOTE: Students awarded a university scholarship may receive the Peter Mac award as a top-up scholarship of $10,000 per year living allowance and $3,000 per year student professional development support costs. Students in receipt of a competitive scholarship equal to the full amount of the award (eg NHMRC) may receive the Peter Mac award as the $3,000 per year student professional development support costs.
selection criteria:
· Strong communication skills (eg ability to discuss their work with a lay audience), supported by submission of a 90-second video.

· Outstanding Intellect – demonstrated by academic excellence, which can be demonstrated through:

· Academic record, awards and/or publication record;
· Leadership potential within the applicant’s field of study;

· Publications arising from the student’s research activities as an undergraduate and/or in the workplace;

· Referee reports supporting the applicant’s profile.
Following a review of all applications, a short list of applicants will be invited to an interview with the selection committee.
Applicants must apply on the application form and attach relevant documentation (as specified). 

Applications should be addressed to the Peter Mac Research Education and Training Committee, Cancer Research, and emailed to: research.educationadmin@petermac.org  
closing date for applications: 10.00 Am WEDNESday 5 NOVEMBER 2025. 
Peter Mac DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS FUND
Application Form



Applicants must complete and submit a soft copy of this application form and attachments by email.  If you have any questions about the form or about the award, email: research.educationadmin@petermac.com .
PLEASE ATTACH ALL SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION TO THe completed FORM. 

	1
	Full Name of Applicant

	
	Title
	
	    Gender     (M/F/Other)
	

	

	
	Surname
	

	

	
	Given Names
	

	
	Telephone
	

	
	 Email
	

	
	

	2
	Details of the Administering Institution/University and Faculty, Department/School through which the PHD study will be undertaken 

	
	University
	

	
	Department
	

	
	Commencement Date of PhD
	

	
	

	3
	Details of the Research Group where the PHD will be undertaken

	
	Research Group
	

	
	Supervisors
	

	
	

	4
	Title of proposed PhD research project

	

	
	

	5
	  summary of proposed research project (300 words max, include word count)

	

	
	

	
	

	6
	SHORT BIO (DETAILS ABOUT YOURSELF) 300 WORDS MAX, include word count

	

	
	

	7
	ACADEMIC SUMMARY

	

	
	

	

	8
	Academic record DETAILS
List below ALL tertiary level studies you have undertaken beginning with the most recent.

τ If you are currently completing a degree, please write CU for “current” and include the date you anticipate competing the degree. If you began a degree and did not complete it, write INC for “incomplete” and include the date when you ceased to study. If you have completed the degree, write CO for “complete” and include the completion date. 
ττ Program length is the usual duration of the program on a full-time basis.

	

	
	Name of Degree 

(e.g. Bachelor of Science)

Name of institution and country

τ Current (CU)

Incomplete (INC)

Complete (CO)

Date completed/

Expected date of completion (mm/yy)

ττ Program length 

(e.g. 3 years)



	

	
	PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF the official statement of your academic results to date as issued by the Registrar of the university(ies) concerned. Please include a copy of the explanation of result grades.  
Separate mention should be made of any distinctions or awards gained if they are not included in the official statement.

	

	9
	ACADEMIC AWARDS AND OTHER RECOGNITION

	

	
	

	10
	EMPLOYMENT SUMMARY

	

	
	ORGANISATION 1
	

	
	POSITION SUMMARY (one or two brief sentences)
	

	
	START DATE
	

	
	END DATE
	

	
	ORGANISATION 2
	

	
	POSITION SUMMARY (one or two brief sentences)
	

	
	START DATE
	

	
	END DATE
	

	
	ORGANISATION 3
	

	
	POSITION SUMMARY (one or two brief sentences)
	

	
	START DATE
	

	
	END DATE
	

	
	INSERT OTHER ORGANISATIONS/DETAILS AS REQUIRED

	11
	PROFESSIONAL STATEMENTS 
* Why have you chosen your designated project/research direction? (max 300 words, include word count)

	
	

	
	*Plan after completion of postgraduate study.    How do you see your career developing in the next 10 or 20 years? (max 500 words, include word count)

	
	

	

	


	12
	PERSONAL STATEMENT  
* Discuss what inspires and drives you. 

How have these influences contributed to your personal model of leadership? (Max 700 words, include word count)


	 
	

	


	13
	LEADERSHIP ENGAGEMENT AND IMPACT  
* Volunteer experience or other community involvement (max 300 words, include word count)


	 
	


	
	* Professional experience (max 300 words, include word count)



	 
	

	14
	PLEASE ATTACH A COPY OF YOUR CV.

	
	Include: 

· Full details of relevant work experience/employment.

· List of publications, including Impact Factor/citations. Include only ‘accepted’, ‘in press’ or ‘published’ manuscripts. [Do not include ‘planned’, ‘under preparation’ or ‘submitted’ publications ]

· List of presentations/seminars 
	

	15
	PLEASE PROVIDE A VIDEO (SOCIAL MEDIA QUALITY; MAX 90 seconds).

	
	· Use the video to answer the question “What research challenge I intend to solve during the course of my career”.  Upload the Video to Youtube, selecting ‘Unlisted’ to generate a private link to the video, to be copied below.
	

	
	· YOUTUBE VIDEO LINK:  
· 
	

	


	16
	referee reports

please list below the full details of your nominated referees:

Please provide each of your referees with a copy of the Referee Report Form. 
NOTE: At least one referee must be independent of the PhD Supervisory team.

Referees are required to submit the completed reports by email directly to research.educationadmin@petermac.org by 10.00am, Wednesday 5 November 2025

	
	referee one

	
	Full name & title
	

	

	
	Name of Institute
	

	

	
	Position
	

	
	Relationship to applicant
	

	
	Email
	

	
	Phone (Business Hours)
	

	
	referee two (MUST BE INDEPENDENT OF SUPERVISORY TEAM)

	
	Full name & title
	

	

	
	Name of Institute
	

	

	
	Position
	

	
	Relationship to applicant
	

	
	Email
	

	
	Phone (Business Hours)
	

	

	17
	Date application submitted
	

	

	18
	Applicant Signature:
	

	


APPLICATION CHECKLIST FOR REQUIRED INFORMATION AND/OR ATTACHMENTS:
Before submitting your application, check that your application form and supporting documents include all the requirements listed below.

[Double click on check boxes below]
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Full contact and university/department details (Items 1 – 2).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Research group details (Item 3) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Title (Item 4).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Project Summary (Item 5)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Short Bio  (Item 6)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Academic Summary and Record Details & Academic Awards and other Recognition (Items 7, 8, 9).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Employment Summary (Item 10)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Professional Statements (Item 11).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

Personal Statements (Item 12).
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Leadership Engagement and Impact (Item 13).

 FORMCHECKBOX 

A current full CV for the applicant, including details of publications (item 14),
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Video generated and uploaded to Youtube; link provided (item 15) 
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Referees listed and Report forms sent to Referees (Item 16)
 FORMCHECKBOX 

Application dated and signed by the Applicant (Items 17, 18). 

Save the Application Form and ALL support documents in ONE .pdf file, using the following naming: 
SurnameInital- Peter Mac Distinguished Scholars Fund Application 2026
Example: SmithA- Peter Mac Distinguished Scholars Fund Application 2026.pdf   

Applications to be submitted BY email to:  research.educationadmin@petermac.org 
closing date for applications:
10.00 Am WEDNESday 5 NOVEMBER 2025

        - 10 -
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